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MEETING OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
STIMULUS OVERSIGHT, ACCOUNTABILITY AND COORDINATION 

TASK FORCE 
Room 504 – Blatt Building 

September 24, 2009 
 
 
I. Call to Order and Adoption of Proposed Agenda: 
 

 Meeting was called to order by Co-Chair Comptroller Richard Eckstrom.  Co-Chair State 
Treasurer Converse  Chellis could not attend in person due to an unavoidable conflict and 
was represented by several members of his staff. 
 

 The Agenda was approved as presented. 
 
II. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
 

Minutes of last meeting were approved and accepted. 
 
III. Working Group Reports and Actions 
 
Guidance/Reporting Working Group – Frank Fusco 
(See Reporting Status Handout) 
 

1. Staffing 
 

The Budget and Control Board has assigned Philip Willis to coordinate reporting 
oversight for the Stimulus Task Force.  His contact information is  pcwillis@ogc.sc.gov 
and (803) 734-1268. 

 
2. Determination of Agencies Reporting Preparation 

 
A survey instrument was sent out on September 9, 2009, requesting information from 
state agencies about stimulus funds received. 

 
Agencies that did not respond have been called to ascertain their reporting status. 

 
Agencies that have been contacted stated that they have registered to report via the 
federalreporting.gov website. 

 
3. Survey Results 

 
Currently, 28 agencies have reported that they are the primary recipients for 
$2,427,388.871 of non-Stabilization Stimulus grant funds. 

 
Per their responses, 24 agencies had $513,431,409 subject to Section 1512 reporting 
while $1,913,957,462 is not subject to Section 1512 reporting. 
 
As part of the survey, agencies have provided contact information for their ARRA 
grants including Stabilization funds. 
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The compiled data is being reviewed for accuracy, and when questions arise, agencies 
are being contacted to ensure that the Task Force obtains an accurate report of the 
ARRA funding. 

 
4. Stabilization Reporting 

 
No Stabilization funds will be drawn down prior to October 1, 2009. 

 
No expenditure reporting will required from individual agencies. The primary recipient 
(i.e. Governor’s Office) will be reporting zero expenditures for all Stabilization funds for 
the October Section 1512 report. Reporting is cumulative.  Therefore, any expenditures 
identified as having been incurred against the Stabilization funds prior to October 1, 
2009, will be reported on the subsequent quarterly Section 1512 report in January, 2010. 

 
 
Questions/Comments: 
 
Comptroller Eckstrom invited questions from  attendees. 
 
Comptroller Eckstrom asked whether there would be reporting from other state agencies or 
institutions as prime recipients not on the list compiled by the Guidance/Reporting Working 
Group?  There was no response indicating there would be. 
 
The representatives of DSS indicated registration on the Federal reporting website was much 
more comprehensive and lengthy than it had expected. It took DSS about 45 minutes to 
complete the process. 
 
Comptroller Eckstrom asked whether there were any state agencies that are prime recipients 
that had not registered yet.  There was no response that there were any. 
 
Comptroller Eckstrom asked whether the $2.4 billion in ARRSA funding is all that is expected 
this year ? Frank Fusco responded that is what the agencies say they have awards for, but 
this will be reviewed. 
 
 
Accounting Working Group – Jennifer Muir 
 

 Continues to work with agencies to set up Stimulus accounting sub funds. 
 

 Continues to monitor 1512 reporting activity. 
 
Comptroller Eckstrom explained that his office had received a call from the College of 
Charleston regarding the drawing down funds and called on Jim Holly to discuss the call and 
response.  Mr. Holly stated that the College asked if the Task Force was requiring agencies 
and institutions to report reimbursable expenditures to the Task Force to draw down 
Stabilization funds at this time, and he responded to the College that it was strongly 
encouraged but not required. Another question the College had was that if it intended to use 
these funds for a capital project this fiscal year but did not complete the project in this fiscal 
year, what are the implications?  Mr. Holly suggested to the College that it obtain guidance on 
this from the State Budget Office as it raised issues outside the Stimulus program. 
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Audit/Verification Working Group – Rich Gilbert 
 
 Nothing new to report. 
 
Web Site Working Group – Scott Houston 
 
 The Group has been working with technical aspects of the website, including the receipt and 
reporting on the website from spreadsheets submitted by state agencies and institutions. The 
Group has reviewed a great deal on information on Stimulus websites from numerous 
sources. The new website will be accessed through the current state stimulus website 
location through sc.gov.  The goal is to have the website operational around the end of 
October. Jim Holly asked that agencies make suggestions to the Working Group on what 
information, details and categories of the expenditures the website should contain. 
 
Comptroller Eckstrom reported that the staff in his office, particularly David Padgett, had 
developed an excel file by Stimulus revenue and expenditures detail by agency.  The file may 
be sorted in several ways, including object codes and vendor payments. It can be accessed 
through his office’s website. There are certain restrictions in law on reporting certain types of 
payees, e.g. some types of beneficiary payments.  Any Stimulus website should present as 
much detail as feasible.  Most of the comments about such websites he has heard concern the 
level of detail provided. 
 
IV. Stimulus Funds Received by State Agencies 
 
As of September 21, 2009, 16 agencies had received $600,061,973.07 and spent 
$592,496,837.41 based on the state’s accounting records. (See Agenda handout for listing.) 
 
V. Other Business  
 
Comptroller Eckstrom inquired whether the Task Force was confident that everything has 
been done to inform agencies of their reporting responsibilities. Frank Fusco responded that 
the Guidance/Reporting Working Group had done everything it can to make sure the agencies 
have been informed. 
 
Comptroller Eckstrom noted that the Task Force should follow-up with quality review and 
control of the reporting. It was recognized that the Audit/Verification Working Group will have 
some role in assisting agencies and institutions with conducting quality review and control. 
They have been provided a pre-submission quality control check list by the Task Force that 
they are directed to complete for each report to the Federal reporting website. 
 
Betsy Carpentier asked if another directive will be issued from the Task Force before October 
1 and how are the agencies and institutions going to report back to the Task Force on the 
initial reporting? Frank Fusco responded that the Task Force may wait until after the initial 
reports have gone through the Federal review process in mid-October so it will have the 
benefit of the results of the Federal review of the reports before issuing additional guidance. 
He stated that the Guidance/Reporting Working Group will be communicating with agencies 
and institutions throughout October reviewing the details of their reports and compiling data.  
 
VI. Adjournment 
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